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THE CHALLENGE OF THE H-BOMB 


TPE decision to go ahead with the manu- 
facture of the H-bomb, taken by President 


Truman on January 31, 1950, caused David 
Lilienthal, a member of the US Atomic 
Energy Commission to resign because of a 
“visceral feeling that this is wrong.” 

The General Advisory Committee set up to 
advise President Truman and the AEC 


reported in 1949 that the President should tell 
the people that the hydrogen bomb was funda- 


mentaliy and ethically wrong. The advice was 
ignored. 


The first US thermonuclear device, exploded 
in November 1952, tore a hole 170 miles long 
in the ocean bed. 

By August of 1953 Russia had developed a 
device (in four years as against the US’s seven 
years) and exploded it. 

On March I last, US H-bomb No. 2 went off 
at Bikini. Radio-active ash fell up to 1,200 
miles from the point of the explosion. The 


scientists had miscalculated and 379 people, 
including Marshall Islanders living in UN 
Trust Territory, were affected. The islanders 
were removed from their homes. Nothing has 
been heard of them since. 

When 23 Japanese fishermen were injured 
the world woke up to the fact that human 
beings could be hurt by the bomb. Politicians 
in the West demanded a hold-up in further 
tests. 

While the fever was at its height, the US 


Atomic Energy Commission __laconically 
announced that another “successful” test had 
been carried out, four days before. A further 
report suggested up to four more tests within 
a month. 


Most important of these, on April 22, is 
estimated at four times as great as the one on 
March 1, 


The following is a selection of the many 
comments made in the last few days: 


How the world is responding 


The Press | 
Daily Herald 


THERE is no justification for further 
huge explosions which can do no good 


for the human race. 

Scientists and Governments should remember 
the’ sorcerer’s apprentice who started some- 
thing he could not stop. — j 

International consultation is needed on al! 
the problems involved for mankind in the 
possession of the bomb. This is no time for 
passivity. The British Government should take 
the initiative. 

Meantime, stop that bomb ! 


The Times 


rpwo questions have now to be asked. If 
the possibilities of the hydrogen bomb 
stretch out to infinity, does national security 
demand.that experiments must continue farther 
and farther along the road? Surely a point 
must come at which the knowledge gained 
should be sufficient to make further demon- 
strations unnecessary. Moreover, if one side 
has bombs capable of blowing up half the 
world, is it necessary as a deterrent for the 
other side to have bombs capable of blowing 
up three-quarters of it? The second question 
is whether, now that both sides have had 
physical demonstrations of the awful immensi- 
ties they hold within their hands, and while 
the impact is strong, a further effort should 
not. be made at international understanding on 
the lines Sir Winston Churchill has_so_stead- 
fastly refused to abandon. It can be said that 
all this has been tried’ before. Mankind, if 
it isto survive, can never give up trying. Some 
day the decisive date for good or ill will arrive. 
It is at least worth seeing whether that date 
was not March 1. 


Daily Mail 


WHAT can we do about it? Here one feels 
*¥ the powerlessness of the individual and 
the inadequacy of language. We can say that 
the H-bomb ought not to be allowed—but 
what then? 

One side cannot stop for fear that the other 
will continue. ,If the West, abolished atomic 
bombs Russia would at. once command an 
enormous. preponderance of “orthodox” 

wer, 

Basically this is not a political but a moral 
problem. The H-bomb is the culminating 
weapon of the scientific age, and if Man con- 
tinues to bow down before the graven image 
of Science it will one day destroy him. 

We do not think he will. 


Worldover Press 


T is hard for Americans to realise the 
damage done to US world prestige . 
The Russians can now tell the Asian peoples 
that when they tried out their own hydrogen 
explosion last August 12, they did it inside 
their own country and did not endanger other 

populations. 

The United States, on the other hand, has to 
face the fact that the radio-activity generated 
at its Pacific proving grounds seriously injured 
a number of its own nationals, some inhabi- 
tants of Pacifi atolls, and 23 Japanese fisher- 
men, besides flooding the fishmarkets of 
Japanese cities with deadly provender. 


Catholic Herald 


EE is true that for Christians even this choice 
“- between life and death for man is not so 
vital as the choice which cach of us has to 
make between eternal life and eternal death. 
But the two choices are in fact very closely 
linked since the supernatural enrichment which 
gains eternal life is based on natural law, 
order and goodness. 

The road towards God cannot be along the 
way of willed destruction of the world He 
made and the gifts of His which it contains. 


New Statesman 


yF there is indeed stalemate, or near stale- 
mate, between the military giants, then the 
lesser Powers have an opportunity of taking the 


initiative. 
Freedom 


WE think effective action to stop the bomb 
¥* will only begin when enough men and 
women in all countries feel that each new 
experiment diminishes them as human beings, 
as human personalities . . . the (moral) revo- 
lution demands a reversal of the existing state 
of affairs. We must come to recognise that 
human values are more important than colour 
television ; that the future of atomic weapons 


u 


sibly for the whole world. 


Some commentators 
see in this situation a 
cause for hope. 

If mutual suicide is 
certain in war, they 
argue, surely neither 
side will start it. This 
fear factor has played 
a great part in the 
relations between 
Russia and America in 
the past twelve 
months. Long-drawn- 
out hostility, the attri- 
tion of cold war—with 
each side risking an 
initiative here, trying 
to call a bluff there— 
has become the prac- 
tice and the mood of 
our time. 

This precarious safe- 
guard against world 
war is a wasting asset 
however. We trans- 
form the moral horror 
that the deeds we are 
contemplating ought 
to arouse in us into a 
hatred of the other 
side that we are per- 
suaded has compelled 
us to accept such 
things ; and the other 
side im its turn makes 
a similar | transforma- 
tion. 


THE DANGER 


As the fear of these 
weapons grow, and 
our sense of debase- 
ment in contemplating 
their use increases, 
there is a danger that 
people and politicians 
alike may panic to the 
point where one side 
or the other may 
plunge the world into 
war simply to escape 
from the _ intolerable 
tension, 


Lord Salisbury has 
drawn attention to one 
aspect of this danger, 
“that someone, some- 
where will so conduct 
the affairs of his 
country that uninten- 
tionally, and almost imperceptibly, it drifts 
into a position from which there can be no 
withdrawal without national humiliation.” 


Unless some new factor is brought into 
the situation both Russia and America are 
dangerously near to that point of “no with- 
drawal.” Diplomacy has become for each of 
them a matter of neither giving nor gaining. 
The cold war has frozen. 

Where can we look for the new factor ? 

To the extent that the accumulation of 
atom bombs and hydrogen bombs immobi- 
lises the Great Powers and deprives them of 
initiative, it gives greater significance to the 


my own people.. 
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SUT 


is more important than the future of football 
pools ; that freedom from fear is more impor- 
tant than bathrooms in every house; that the 
rehabilitation of love is more important than 
the rehabilitation of the Comet aeroplane. 


New York Herald Tribune 


GINCE the March 1 blast, these circles 

(Japanese fishing industry) have been 
wondering if America’s right to conduct atom 
tests in the trust territory of the Pacific can 
be challenged in the United Nation's Trustee- 
ship Council. Although Japan is not a member 
of the United Nations, there are unquestion- 
ably other members of that body who would 
be interested in raising the issue... 


Russia and America, following the terrible logic of the arms race, now give 
priority to the manufacture of these monstrous weapons and their carriers and 
plan a military strategy which make it inevitable that in the event of war each will 
strike with all the power at its disposal in an endeavour to neutralise the other. 


Statue by Atri Brown. 


“I am more concerned in preventing 
the brutalisation of - human nature 
than in preventing the suffering of 
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OUT OF THE DARKNESS OF DREAD 


FE, VERYBODY knows now that a war fought with atom bombs 
and H bombs must mean utter ruin for the belligerents and pos- 


actions and policies of 
the smaller nations, 
the peoples of the 
“middle world” who 
have no power to 
destroy, and no pres- 
tige to lose. 

There are two inter- 
acting levels on which 
the pacifist lives. 
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On this level the death 


of one man by a 
bullet or a club has 
the same significance 
as the death of 
millions through the 
explosion of an H- 
bomb. This is_ the 
level of eternity. It is 
at this level that he 
perceives the great 
truth of human 
brotherhood and to it 
he constantly returns 
to refresh his spirit 
and to clarify his 
vision. 


NEW HOPE 


There is* also the 
level of the immediate 
and the possibie. 


On this level 
pacifist sees at 
time the opportunity 
presented by the dead- 
lock in the cold war. 
This is not the oppor- 
tunity of directly 
inflencing the govern- 
ments of the cold war 
countries. These are 
disabled by the dead- 
lock; it is they who 
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constitute the dead- 
lock. 
It is rather the 


opportunity to foster 
support for the “ non 
involved” world o 
Asia Africa in creat- 
ing a peace alliance 
which may grow to 
such proportions that 


the control of the 
”—M. K. Gandhi. world now exercised 
by Russia and 


America may be effectively challenged. 


The Third Camp Movement is an attempt 
to do this. The War Resisters’ International 
later this year will discuss the Third Camp 
and its implications. From this Conference 
we hope that there will emerge the leader- 
ship for which the world is waiting, to take 
it out of the darkness of dread into the light 
of hope. The present situation brings 
enormous responsibility to the pacifist who 
has today to discover whether he can rise to 
bee challenge ‘that history is presenting to 

m. 
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‘sSTOP” —100 MPs 


MXN Tuesday night 100 MPs signed a motion 
\ urging the stopping of further H-bomb 
tests. ‘they called tor a Five-Power meeting 
on the future of atomic control. 


New H-bomb leaflet ready 


HE views expressed on the H-bomb on 
this page are important. So that they 
should be more widely circulated Peace News 
has reprinted most of them in four-page leaflet 
form, available from 3 Blackstock Road, Lon- 
don, N.4, at 2s. 6d. 100 and 22s. 6d. 1,000 
post free. 


| People 


Rev. Donald Soper 


[ APPEAL to Christians everywhere to 
demand of their governments that, what- 
ever the cost and whatever the dangers, 


such weapons should be entirely out- 
lawed. 


I believe we are approaching in this atomic 
experiment a point of no return—if we have 
not already reached it. 


I wish above all that the Christian Church 
could find a united voice at this critical 
moment in human history. 

The issue for humanity as a whole is so 
urgent that proposals from any quarter to ban 
or abolish atomic and hydrogen bombs 
should be immediately accepted by every 
responsible human being. 


Professor Einstein 


It is the very essence of evil. 


Maurice Edelman, MP 


PTODAY, fewer than 30 men in Moscow and 
Washington have in their hands the power 
to inflict an apocalyptic disaster on mankind. 
They have that power in a world where 
political wisdom has fallen far behind 
scientific knowledge. 
In the gathering megalomania of atomic 
power, it is up to Britain to cry Halt! in the 
name of sanity. 


Richard Crossman, MP 


WovuLtp any American President or British 

“ Premier actually use the H-bomb and 
thus invoke retaliation by the Russians on 
our own Cities? 

We dare not rely on the answer being No. 
For, like the bomb itself, events may pass 
beyond control. 

That is why Britain must act immediately. 
The issue now is no longer just the relaxation 
of world tension. It is the prevention of world 
destruction, 


Harold Davies, MP 


AMERICA must remember that “ instant 
and massive retaliation” now works both 
ways! 


Prof. Alexander Haddow 


Director, Chester Beatty Research Institute, 
Royal Cancer Hospital 

ECENT events in the Pacific, with their 

demonstration of the powers of the hydro- 
gen bomb for limitless annihilation, at once 
bring to an end the notion that the area of 
danger can have any but relative meaning, and 
destroy the conception of civil defence. If 
we are entering the realm of the incalculable 
so far as the individual test explosions are con- 
cerned, the likelihood of ultimate disaster 
grows steadily preater. 

... the issue is so universal, and the Govern- 
ments of the world are so compromised in 
their attitudes towards it, that we must despair 
whether there exists in fact either the mechan- 
ism or the will (for solution). Clearly the 
resources of national Governments and of 
traditional diplomacy are bankrupt, when it 
appears impossible to bring together the heads 
of the States concerned .. . 

If all solution is beyond the present means, 
the question must be raised whether the repre- 
sentatives of world science itself, imbued by 
some sense of humane responsibility, can assist 
in the judgment ... from such a body alone 
might we expect a factual appraisal and an 
advocacy of policy, of such overwhelming 
weight as to commend itself to the whole of 
the civilised world. —The Times, March 30, 


Ritchie Calder 


Science Editor, The News Chronicle 

TINHE safety zone around the Marshall Islands 
proving area has now been extended to a 
radius of 450 miles. Anything within that 
radius will be “at risk.” 

Transferred to Britain with Birmingham as 
the centre, that would include the entire British 
Isles, half of France, all of Holland and 
Belgium and Germany as far as Frankfurt. 

. surely the time has come to pause and 
think again about the hydrogen effects because 
one is entitled to assume that the Russians are 
not likely to be any more certain of the calcu- 
lations of their experiments than the American 
scientists are in theirs. 

This is not a question of how or on whom 
you use the H-bomb. It has nothing to do with 
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FROM BERLIN TO 
HIROSHIMA 


To a peace conference meeting in Hiro- 
shima, Japanese city on which the first atom 
bomb was dropped by Britain and the USA, 
a leading German pacifist, Heinz Kras- 
chutzki, has sent the following message : 


JN this hour when you are going to cele- 
brate a Peace Conference at Hiroshima, 
T send you my best wishes from Berlin. 


You have suffered immensely under the im- 
pact of the first atomic bomb on Japan. This 
country was lucky to have surrendered before 
those devilish devices were ready for use. So 
our cities have been destroyed only by “ ordin- 
ary” bombs. But I assure you that Dresden 
lost more human lives than Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki taken together. Berlin is now, eight 
years after the end of the war, full of ruins, 
and it will take another 20 years to remove 
the debris from our streets. 

Our two nations are guilty of much mis- 
chief that was committed during the Second 
World War. But our peoples, and with them 
the innocent children, have suffered immensely. 
So ours is the responsibility to bring about 
a world where such atrocities can never be 
repeated. 


PRIORITY TARGET 


This city of Berlin is the first centre of 
communications in Central Europe. So in 
case of a third world war, whoever would be 
the occupant of Berlin at the beginning, one 
thing is certain: that the other side will 
destroy this place with atomic and other 
bombs and not a living soul will be spared. 


Many, though not all of the nearly four 
million people living in both parts of Berlin 
know this. So I think I can greet you, the 
victims of the first atomic attack, in the name 
of those who are going to be the victims of 
the next atomic attack, if our common efforts 
to stop this wave of destruction should fail. 


Appeal from E. Germany 


WAR resister in Eastern Germany has 
+*% cent the following letter to the Editor of 
“ Die Friedensrundschau,” journal of the Ger- 
man pacifist movement: 

“As a member of the Berlin War Resisters’ 
International group and former member of the 
fire fighting department of the People’s Police, 
living in the Soviet Zone of Germany. I would 
like to enter into correspondence with friends 
in the different occupation zones of Germany. 


“Tam also anxious to get into touch with 
friends in Austria and Switzerland and Ger- 
man speaking people in other parts of the 
world, especially Denmark and India. 


“Will anyone interested please write freely 
and without any hesitation to Bruno Mosolf, 
Wensickendorf (Kr. Oranienburg), Strasse 2, 
Germany. 

“ The more correspondence there is with the 
German Democratic Republic, the stronger and 
safer friends there will feel. Every letter 
builds a bridge. 

“[ would venture to say that the Govern- 
ment of Eastern Germany fears the growing 
pacifism just as much as it fears EDC It is 
significant that officials have told me “ We are 
determined to fight pacifism.” 


ssGIVE HER TEN!” 


TXEW single sporting events 

attract such widespread 
interest, even among many 
who have no association with 
either University or any par- 
ticular knowledge of rowing, 
as the Boat Race. 

If you see the race on tele- 
vision, listen to the radio com- 
mentator or read about it in 
the daily papers, you may be 
reminded of the tactics em- 
ployed in trying to secure victory. 

Both eights try to get off to a good and 
fast start, although they can seldom keep up 
the initial pace over the whole course. But 
each wants to prevent its rival from getting 
too far ahead and so lose any advantage there 
may be in the bends in the river. Above all 
it wants to avoid the discouragement of feeling 
that it cannot possibly catch up and win the 
race. 

It is not unlike the process of trying to make 
sure that the Peace Pledge Union Headquarters 
Fund reaches its aim for the year. We try to 
get off to a good start, but there may come a 
period when we slip so far behind that we 
begin to wonder whether we can ever catch 
up. 

If there is a danger of that happening to one 
of the rival eights on Saturday, the cox will 
immediately say “Give her ten!”—ten faster 
strokes to lessen the gap and put the two crews 
on level terms again. But it must be a con- 
certed effort of the whole boat. 


We did not get off to too good a start and 
we are dropping behind in our race with time, 
though it is early days and we are by no means 
discouraged. 

The crew that often wins the Boat Race is 
the one which, after a good start, can settle 
down to a strong steady pull with that extra 
spurt towards the end. 

$ hope that we shall settle down to a regular 
rhythm in giving, but the time has come to 
“give her ten”—the right moment for that 
extra special effort which will help us to catch 
up. In our case it might be 10d. or 10s. or even 
£10, but will you, please, everyone who is 
anxious that we shall reach our aim, make a 
special effort this week~and give your ten. 

STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 
Our aim for 1954: £1,000. 
Total at first Quarter Day: £89. 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
be sent marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
FPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN AMERICANS 
MEET RUSSIANS? 


“The Swedes just sat back and chuckled” 
‘WHAT happens when Americans meet Russians? No, not on the battlefield 


nor in diplomatic conference. 
Russian men, as men? 


Russell Johnson, Peace News’ US. sales 
manager and NE Peace Education Secretary 
of the American Friends Service Committee, 
went to Sweden last year to find out. 

He was one of a group of three Americans, 
two Englishmen and six Swedes, who met four 
officials of the Baptist Church of the Soviet 
Union in Stockholm for an exchange of views. 


Their primary concern : peace 


A report of Russell Johnson’s impressions 
of the meeting was front-paged by the New 
England Methodist Weekly, “ Zion’s Herald.” 

What did he find out about conditions in 
Russia by talking with these men, Russell 
Johnson was asked. 

“The first thing that became obvious,” he 
replied, “was that the primary concern of 
these particular men was peace. They are 
absolutely convinced that their government 
wants peace and is working for peace. 

“ They said that they knew war, they suf- 
fered through war, they did not have an eco- 
nomy which seems to need armaments to help 


Muste, Brockway for 
Third Camp conference 


PPPHE War Resisters’ International is holding 
its Triennial Conference this coming sum- 

mer in Paris. The opening session will take 

place on the evening of Thursday, July 29. 


Friday, July 30, is being devoted to WRI 
business matters, but the remaining three days, 
July 31, August | and 2, are being devoted 
to the consideration of what has become 
known as “ The Third Camp.” 

A. J. Muste, of the USA, is the opening 
speaker with others dealing more specifically 
with certain aspects of the main theme as 
follows: 

A. Fenner Brockway, MP, will elaborate on 
the colonial and economic aspect, dealing 
specially with the “ War on Want” and under- 
developed areas. 

Horace Alexander, who comes straight from 
India, will speak on the Asian aspect ; 

Maitre Jéréme Sauerwein, of Paris, on the 
political aspect ; 

Pastor André Trocmé on the religious aspect ; 


Ralph Hegnauer, International Secretary of 
Service Civil International, or one of his col- 
leagues, on the contribution of Voluntary 
Work Camps. 

Members from the floor will be given ade- 
quate opportunity to make their own contri- 
bution. 


This conference will be probably the most 
important that the WRI has yet held, espe- 
cially in so far as their future work is con- 
cerned. 

The Conference is running for a longer 
period than usual (the best part of five days 
and nights) and the cost is therefore higher 
—£10 inclusive. Delegates appointed by WRI 
Sections will have priority of place but their 
number will not be large and applications 
from individual members of the Movement 
will be welcomed. Sleeping accommodation 


is available for 120 Conference members. 

Applications should be addressed at once to the War 
Resisters’ International, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenue, 
Bush Hill Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 

Among those going to the conference from Britain are 
Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the Peace Pledge 
Union; J. Allen Skinner, Editor of Peace News; Reginald 
Reynolds, Peace News Director ; Harold Bing, Chairman 
of WRI; Sam Walsh, PPU National Council member. 


Hamburg War Resisters are to start a fund to 
assist future conscientious objectors who are 
in financial difficulties through their refusal 
of military service. For this purpose the 
membership fee will be raised, the extra 
amount to go to the special fund. 


CYPRUS NEW BRITISH 
BASE IN NEAR EAST? 


GREAT stir has been created in Greece and Cyprus by the 
recent announcement of the British Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Anthony Eden, that Britain will not discuss the status of Cyprus 
with the Greek Government. Greek newspapers have castigated 
British and one has even called for a 


the 
campaign. 


In Cyprus the Natioaalist newspaper Ethnos says that UN 
will decide whether Britain can perpetuate the occupation of 
white people’s territory while Burma and the Sudan can achieve 


their independence. 


One of the undoubted reasons for Britain's reluctance to take 
up the Cyprus question now is the strategic importance of the 
island. General Sir Charles Keightley, Commander-in-Chief, 
Middle East Land Forces and Air Marshall Pelly, Commander-in- 
Chief, Middle East Air Force, recently visited Nicosia, capital 
of Cyprus, for talks with leading supply officers. The purpose 
of the talks was reported as being to cover the gencral situation 
in the Middle East with a particular reference to the possibility 
of the use of Cyprus as headquarters, if and when the Suez 
canal zone is evacuated. Several houses outside Nicosia have been 
leased for five years by the military authorities. 


KEEP OUT THESE CHURCHMEN 
—American Legion 
De. W. A. VISSER ‘IT HOOFT, General Secretary of the 


What happens when American men meet 


keep it prosperous, and so on.” 

The Russians were impressed by the 
material progress of their country. All of 
them had lived through the change from feudal 
circumstances to the conditions of today. 


Would not discuss Communism 


The group would not discuss Communist 
ideology. ‘“ They would say, ‘We are simple 
religious men; we are not political men.’” 

Were they committed to the Communist 
ideology? 

“They are not. The Communists by defi- 
nition are atheists, and these men are not. 
They are very zealous Christians, but within 
what we would call very strict limits. And 
they are not merely rationalising their posi- 
tion; they are simply a Fundamentalist 
church that takes very seriously ‘Render unto 
Caesar that which is Caesar’s, etc.’ and it 
manages to co-exist, therefore, within a totali- 
tarian political structure which is not per- 
seculing it. 

“They maintained that they had complete 
freedom in 4,000 communities throughout the 
Soviet Union to preach the Gospel. You see 
preaching the Gospel does not mean social 
action, and it does not mean religious educa- 
tion of the young.” 


Christians in a very real way 


Would the situation be any different if they 
should be a socially active church? 

“ Well, Iam sure that the Society of Friends 
(Quakers), for example, could not exist in the 
Soviet Union today. On the other hand, I 
think that in meeting these men you would 
have found, as we did, that there was some- 
thing spiritual working in their lives. They 
were Christians in a very real way.” 

Russell Johnson and his Western friends 
had difficulty in discussing anything that im- 
plied criticism of the Soviet Union. The 
Russians were obviously sensitive nationalists, 
and there were points beyond which the 
group could not advance into fruitful dis- 
cussion. But the attempts in that direction 
were highly instructive. 

Russell Johnson found it necessary to in- 
form them that Jews did not live in ghettos 
in America and that there was no widespread 
unemployment. 

‘They were not so curious about us as we 
were about them. I would not say that their 
minds were as open. On the other hand, f 
did not feel that they were as stereotyped and 
as frozen as one might be led to believe from 
newspaper accounts about Russians.” 


The great need : patience 

A similarity was uncovered however, when 
the group saw movies of huge hydro-electric 
projects in Russia and of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA) in the US. “ The Swedes 
just sat back and chuckled” to observe how 


both the Ameri- 
cans and the Rus- 
sians were im- 


pressed by power, 
speed and size. 

It will take 
great patience, 
Russell Johnson 
believes to ach- 
ieve understanding 
between Russians 
and Westerners, 
“they are indoc- 
trinated, but we 
have just got to 
try to put our- 
selves in their 
shoes to see why 
most of them sup- 
port their govern- 
ment and_ believe 
that it is doing 
right to them.” 


“hate Britain” 


World Council of Churches, should be kept out of the 


United States says the Cook County (Chicago) branch of the 
The Second Assembly is to take place at 
Evanston, Hlinois, this August. Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft of Holland 
was amongst four invited church leaders who, the Legion said, 


American Legion. 


were “hostile to capitalism.” They applied 
refused entry. The other are: 
Dr. 


Bereczky (Hungary). 


Bishop T. Arvidson (Sweden) ; 
Joseph L. Hromodka (Czechoslovakia) ; 


markets. 
for them to be 


Bishop Albert 
ism in the Americas. 
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Japanese films ‘on war 


From RONALD MALLONE 
GTRIKING stills from anti-war films recently 
produced by the Japanese ; “ Children of 
the Atom Bomb,” “ Hiroshima,” “ Half-Blood 
Orphans,” ‘““ Vacuum Zone” were displayed at 
a conference of the Film Panel of the Authors’ 
World Peace Appeal in London recently. 

For fourteen months the Film Panel had 
opposed films exploiting war and violence and 
had organised support for films with peaceful 
and constructive themes. Subtle propaganda, 
as in “The Intruder,” suggested that war 
brought out the best in man and peace caused 
deterioration. “The Cruel Sea,” “Malta 
Story,” glorified life in the Forces. There was 
also a tendency to distribute spy films without 
letting the press review them. 

John Alexander demonstrated that films 
usually showed coloured peoples as inferior to 
whites and more prone to violence. 

A South African Pacifist, Suzanne Stephen, 
asked for public pressure on the Colonial 
Office so that the South African Government 
could not say that it had the moral support 
of Britain in its racial policies. 


* * * 


Pastor Wilhelm Mensching, of Petzen, Ger- 
many, founder of the pacifist community 
centre, ‘‘ Freundschaftsheim,” will be in 
London on Thursday, April 8, to address a 
meeting at Friends’ House, Euston, N.W.1, 
at 6.30 p.m. Pastor Mensching, who will be 
just returned from a tour of America, will 
speak on “Germany and Peace.” 


* *% * 


a ceremony in Birmingham recently, 
Wilfred Wellock unveiled a plaque com- 
memorating the work of the Rev. Norman 
Robbins, founder of the Christian Party and 
other developments which sought to give 
political and social expression to the teach- 
ings of Christ. Mr. Robbins was well-known 
as a pacifist speaker and writer, and was 
associated with the magazine ‘“ Un-Common 
Sense.” 


At 


* *% * 


Forty young people got together recently at 
Bristol to discuss conscription. The con- 
ference was called by the Friends Peace 
Committee of Bristol and Frenchay Quakers. 
Phillip Seed of Manchester Family Service 
Unit discussed problems in two sessions 
under the titles of ‘Can Love Fail?” and 
“ Conscientious Objection and Obligation.” 
To the Christian, life is one long oppor- 
tunity for service he stressed and Alternative 
Service undertaken by the CO should fit in 
with his life’s service. Groups discussed the 
State and its obligations, the inherent evil in 
conscription, absolute values and whether it 
was ever necessary to choose between two 
evils. 


PEACE NEWS MUSICAL EVENING 


The next PN Musical Evening will be held 
at the Weigh House, off Oxford St, on 
Thursday May 6, details to be announced 
shortly. 


WAGING PEACE IN S. AMERICA | 


Lack of roads and a good port has been keeping a share of Ecuador’s 
exports, bananas (bottom photo), coffee and cacao from reaching 


UN technical assistance experts have been working with 
the Ecuadorian Government on plans for more roads and a new port 
at Guayaquil. The top photo shows construction on the Guayaquil- 
Quevedo Road. Last week Southern and Central Aierican delegates 
at the Inter-American Conference overwhelmingly condemned colonial- 


Unations 
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Goodwill 
accommodation. bureau 


(NE of the most unfortunate aspects of 
the colour-bar in Britain is the diffi- 
culty which many overseas students and 
visitors find in obtaining accomodation. 

Many are the stories that Indian and 
African students can tell of doors closed in 
their faces, of the shameful phrase, “no 
coloureds,” in the lodging advertisements. 

A similar sense of loneliness and lack of 
hospitality is frequently experienced by 
visitors from Europe, America and other 
countries. Language problems and the feel- 
ing of “foreign-ness”’ combine to render 
their stay in Britain unenjoyable and un- 
rewarding, 

In order to overcome this difficulty and 
build more creative international relation- 
ships, it is intended to set up in London a 
Goodwill Accomodation Bureau which will 
lists of 


compile lodging and_boarding- 


house keepers with a special interest in 
welcoming overseas visitors, 
The Bureau will cater largely for visitors 


or residents in Britain, but names and 
addresses of hosts in other countries would 
be welcome for its records. Guest ex- 
changes may be arranged by these means. 

Private hosts, landlords and hoteliers who 
will accept guests without racial or national 
or religious discrimination are asked to 
communicate with the Bureau giving 
details of the accomodation available and 
terms. 

In cases where special interests and 
languages might be a helpful factor in pro- 
moting friendships, hosts are asked (o make 
mention of these. 

The attention of national and _ inter- 
national clubs and associations is drawn to 
the Bureau and it is hoped that they will 
make it known to their members, 

The services of the Bureau are provided 
free of charge to both hosts and guests as a 
contribution towards better understanding, 
but donations to cover office expenses will 
be welcome. 


The address of the Bureau is: 
3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD. LONDON, N.4. 
Telephone: STA 2262 


‘THE GREATEST MASS KILLERS 
SO FAR RECORDED’ 


The following information given in an address published in the proceedings 
of the American Philosophical Society for 1953 is sent us by Dr. lorwerth C. 
Peate, Keeper-in-Charge of the Welsh Folk Museum. The address to which 
it refers was delivered in April of last year by Mr. Grenville Clark and was 
entitled “‘ The Practical Prospects for Disarmament and Genuine Peace.” 

Mr. Clark was speaking it should be noted, some months after the first 
Hydrogen bomb explosion but a year in advance of the recent explosion of 
the device estimated to have a blasting power 600 times greater than the bomb 


dropped on Hiroshima. 


T‘ROM public information available Mr. 
* “Clark estimated that, on the basis of the 
type of bomb then in production, the USA 
by 1960 would have the equivalent of 7,500 
Hiroshima bombs. The stock in existence 
when he was speaking he estimated would 
equal in explosive force the total bomb ton- 
nage dropped on Germany during World War 
If. By 1960 there would be a hundred times 
that tonnage. The killing power of these 
bombs would involve the death of at least 
100 million civilians, not to speak of the 
casualties from famine and hardship. 

If this ever occurred, said Mr. Clark, “ We 
Americans would go down in history as the 
greatest mass killers so far recorded in the 
annals of man.” He believed, however, that 
the Americans would be dominated by “a 
decent reluctance to take life and cause suf- 
fering on a great scale” despite the “ con- 
siderable distance we have gone towards cal- 
lousness in war.” 


Abolish national armaments 


Mr. Clark held that as weapons became 
still more deadly more and more capable men 
and women throughout the world would be 
working for the universal abolition of national 
armaments, which would be “actually easier 
of achievement than any form of partial dis- 
armament” and seeking the development of 
a world order. 

Such a move would have to come from un- 
official quarters and would have to contend 
with “the undue influence of the military in 
our own and other countries, stunted imagina- 
tion, limited vision . . . the mutual fears en- 
gendered by the arms race and the not yet 


Mr. Butler’s Budget problems 


CRIPPLING EFFECT OF THE ARMS DRIVE 
By Francis Rona, M.Sc. (Econ) 


MR. HAROLD WILSON, in the excellent Tribune pamphlet, “In Place of 
Dollars,” correctly pointed out the national loss through reduced production 


in consequence of the arms drive. 


This prediction from a former President of 
the Board of Trade—Mr. Wilson resigned 
from the Labour Government in 1951 because 
he disagreed with its Budgetary policy—- has 
since been confirmed by statistical facts. 

Whereas Britain’s industrial production in- 
creased by 44 per cent. between 1946 and the 
middle of 1951, the production index fell by 
3 per cent. in 1952 and is at present only 3 
per cent..above the. 1951 level. 

In all fairness it must be said that the Con- 
servative, Government is not primarily respon- 
sible. The impact of Mr. Gaitskell’s disastrous 
miscalculations was slightly modified by his 
successor, Mr, Butler, who scaled down the 
arms programme and reduced the trade deficit. 

But the crippling effect of an increase in 
“defence cost” by £690 million in one year, 
as announced by Mr. Gaitskell in his Budget 
speech on April 10, 1951, could not be 
remedied. 


THE FOLLY OF THE ARMS DRIVE 


Essential development of capital equipment, 
extension and renewal of plants, etc., had to 
be postponed or abandoned. At a decisive 
phase of trade competition—German exports 
trebled between 1950 and 1953—British ex- 
ports declined. Owing to panicky stockpiling, 
with imports being bought at peak prices, 
Britain’s dollar and gold reserves fell from 
$3,867 m. in June, 1951, to $1,662 m. in 
April, 1952. 

Old-age pensioners and low-paid workers 
were particularly hit by the steeply rising cost 
of living. The retail index jumped from 119 
per cent. in March, 1951 (June, 1947: 100), to 
129 per cent. in October, It was little wonder 
that Labour lost the election—such a rise in 
the cost of living did not occur even during 
My war and had never happened since 
1919! 

Instead of ‘‘ waging peace,” the arms drivers 
in the Labour Party have crippled Britain’s 
ecconomy—a strange method of “ bargaining 
from strength ’”—and are now fettered, in 
Opposition to Mr. Butler, by their past mis- 
takes, 


STAGNATION OF PRODUCTION AND 
TRADE 


_ Ifa large proportion of the national income 
is devoted to production of capital equipment 
then productivity of labour can be raised and 
the total output be increased substantially. It 
is of little use to ask for “higher produc- 
tivity’ if capital investment is reduced as it 
was in 1951 when the arms drive began. 

On January 29, 1952, Mr. Butler stated that 
“total home deliveries of plant, machinery and 
vehicles for civil use must be reduced by 
Rea million, that is below the 1950- 
evel.” 

The “Economic Survey 1952” admitted: 


““ There was actually a decline in real investment in 
new buildings and works, due to the fall in building 
output and the diversion of resources to defence work.” 
The disastrous decline in the dollar and 

gold reserves necessitated a cut of the “ burden 
of rearmament on the metal-using industries ”’ 
and a reduction of imports.. The Survey 1952 
complained, (p.,..9): 

‘The result was that we could not sell cnough of 
things we could supply and we could not supply enough 
af the things we could sell ** (e.g., textiles). 

The “Survey 1953” stressed the same point: 


“The pressure of exports and defence demands had 
borne most heavily on industries making capital goods, 


and special measures were taken to deter home invest- 
ment in plant and machinery.” 


The volume of exports in 1952 was 6 per 
cent. lower than in 1951. Today with the 
“recession” in the US the position still re- 
mains precarious. 

The Board of Trade Journal reported on 
March 20, 1954, that the value of UK exports 
to North America in January-February this 
year was 14 per cent. less than in October- 
December, 1953, and 10 per cent. below the 
January-February, 1953, figures. 

The March 27 issue of the Board of Trade 
Journal stated that Britain’s share of the 
world trade in manufactures declined from 
26.5 per cent, in 1950 to 21.9 per cent. in 
1953, but Germany’s share rose from 7.6 per 
cent. to 12.7 per cent, during this period. 
The “Economic Survey 1954,” to appear 

next week, will disclose whether rearmament 
or exports will get “ super-priority.” 


WHERE THE TAXES GO 


In 1953/54 £4,230 million were anticipated 
from direct taxes (Inland Revenue: £2,436 
m.) and other taxes (Customs:and Excise, etc. : 
£1,793 m.). Military expenditure devoured 
£1,637 m., ie., about 39 per cent. For interest 
payments, etc., regarding the National Debt, 
£615 m. was spent from taxes and £88 m. from 
other sources (funds, reserves, etc.). 

Britain is the most highly taxed country In 
the world. Of every pound of tax, 8s. goes 
for military expenditure and 2s. 10d. for 
“debt service,” owing to past wars. 

Mr. Butler presented an “incentive” 
Budget last year. Excess profit levy was ter- 
minated in January, 1954. Subsidies to essen- 
tials, food, etc., were reduced, in continuation 
of Mr. Gaitskell’s policy (present subsidies 
£220 m. annually). 

The 1954-55 “ But-skell Budget,” by main- 
taining the same proportion of arms expendi- 
ture and high interests on debts, prevents eco- 
nomic progress in Britain and the Common- 
wealth. Even if Mr. Butler reduces income 
tax by another sixpence, this “ incentive” 
merely shifts the distribution of income in the 
wrong direction, at the expense of the poor. 

Capital outlay for raising living standards 
at home remains inadequate and Common- 
wealth development is frustrated, because 14 
per cent. of the National Income is now used 
tor military purposes—obsolete in the shadow 
of the H-bomb. 


LABOUR MUST CUT REARMAMENT 


“Mr. Butler rejected any suggestion that 
Britain had large sums available for overseas 
investment” reported the Financial Times on 
January 20, 1954, from the Commonwealth 
Conference in Melbourne. The reason: re- 
armament. 

The Labour Party cannot raise living 
standards in Britain and in the Colonies— 
inhabited by 70 million people—without 
reducing arms expenditure by £800-1,000 
tuillion, that is, going back to the 1948 level. 
Labour can increase spending power by 

shifting resources to non-military production 
and can lift the living standards of old age 
pensioners by lowering price levels. A con- 
structive economic programme should be 
worked out now. 


Labour will fail again if it adheres to an 
“arms drive” programme. 


ended barrage of accusation and insult between 
East and West.” 


“Public officials cannot reasonably be ex- 
pected to initiate the novel and comprehen- 
sive measures that the situation requires. They 
are too much preoccupied with day-to-day 
problems, too inhibited by tradition, too 
apprehensive of being ahead of current 
opinion to be capable of the great steps for- 
ward in world organisation that the atomic 
age requires.” 


They all outlaw war 


CHRISTIANITY: All things whatsoever that 
ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye so to them; for this is the Law and 
the Prophets. 

JUDAISM: What is hateful to you, do not 
to your fellowman. That is the entire 
Law ; all the rest is commentary. 

BUDDHISM: Hurt not others in ways that 


you yourself would find hurtful. 

IsLaM: No one of you is a believer until 
he desires for his brother that which he 
desires for himself. 

BRAHMANISM: This is the sum of duty: Do 


naught unto others which would cause 
you pain if done to you. 

CONFUCIANISM: Is there one maxim which 
ought to be acted upon throughout one’s 
whole life? Surely it is the maxim of 
loving kindness: Do not unto others 
what you would not have them do unto 
you. 

Taoism: Regard your neighbour’s gain as 
your own gain, and your neighbour’s loss 
as your own loss. 

ZOROASTRIANISM: That nature alone is 
good which refrains from doing unto 
others whatsoever is not good for itself. 


RUSSIAN CHANGES AFTER 


N its Economic Survey of Europe for 
1953 the Secretariat of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe suggested that the Communist 
Governments could relieve the agricul- 
tural failure under which they were suf- 
fering through a decrease in “defence” 
burdens and an increased participation in 
international trade. 


It is evident, however, that so far as Russia 
is concerned that was the policy that the Gov- 
ernment had already decided to follow. The 
drop in armaments expenditure was not a 
revolutionary one, but it was far from negli- 
gible. It was a reduction of £320 million for 
1953 as compared with 1952 (the actual figures 
were 1952: 113,800,000,000 roubles, and 1953: 
110,200,000,000 roubles — approximately 
£10,160 m. and £9,839 m. 


More and better goods 


Apart from this aspect, however, there has 
been a declared and obvious policy of chang- 
ing over from a concentration of effort upon 
heavy industry and great construction projects 
to forms of production aimed at an early bene- 
fit for the consumer. We have already in- 
stanced the abandonment of a number of great 
canal projects, for which we believe the ex- 
planation is largely to be found in the greatly 
reduced number of forced labourers now 
available. Mr. Pat Sloan, in his letter to Peace 
News, March 19, explains this development 
as a result of the speed-up in consumer goods 
production and there is of course nothing in- 
compatible in the operation of both explana- 
tions. 


Mr. Malenkov’s speech to the Supreme 
Soviet last August was largely concerned with 
the need for a new agricultural policy and 
the provision of more and better consumer 
goods. 


Now this is a field in which there cannot 
be the same immediate results following the 
death of Stalin as we have observed operat- 
ing in other areas of policy, such as the 
release of prisoners, the overhauling of the 
MVD, and the milder operations of political 
purges where these have been applied. These 
results have been observable at once, but a 
policy for the provision of a better standard 
of living for the average man can hardly have 
effect in a month or two, and its genuineness 
can only be appraised by the news we receive 
of the measures being taken to effect it. 


There was in fact an immediate improve- 
ment in supplies of consumer goods available 
on the declaration of the new policy, but 
this was doubtless made possible by a tem- 
porary drawing upon reserves. A permanent 
consequence of such a reorientation of policy 
would take time to bring about. 


Before his death Stalin had declared for a 
policy aiming at the improvement of living 
standards. At the 19th Congress of the Com- 
munist Party he had stated that the aim was 
an improvement by one-third in real wages 
by 1955. 


Where Stalin held out hopes, however, the 
Malenkov Government began to act and Mal- 
enkov made his aim the realisation of this 
objective by the end of the present year ; and 
considerable measures have been taken to 
direct the economy along these lines. 


In September a whole team of Ministers 
were appointed to get a reorientation in agri- 
cultural policy and to improve the supply of 
food and consumer goods. In order to en- 
courage agricultural production and deliveries 
it was arranged that the Government should 
pay five and a half times the previous price 
for deliveries of cattle and poultry, and double 
the previous price for milk and butter, two 
and a half times the previous price for pota- 
toes. The price of other vegetables to the 
producer were increased from 25 to 40 per 
cent. According to Mr. Edward Crankshaw, 
writing in The Observer, it was aimed to 
step up food production 41 per cent. in three 
years, 


Improving East-West trade 


The other face of this new policy has been 
the eagerness and the apparent success with 
which the Russian Government has _ been 
approaching the problem of foreign trade 
relationships. The Times City Notes for 
February 22 commented: 


“The Soviet aim is believed to be a 
fairly rapid increase in the living standards 
of the people after years of privation in the 
interests of the development of heavy indus- 
try; accordingly it is natural to buy more 
finished consumer goods abroad and at the 


STALIN 
* 


The improvement of 


living standards 


same time more raw materials with which 

to step up domestic output. 

Since then there have been the visits of the 
British business men to East Berlin. They 
were at first reported to have brought back 
orders for £16 m. after their initial visit and 
they went back to Berlin in the hope that 
they might pick up orders for a further £48m. 
According to the President of the Board 
of Trade, Mr. Thorneycroft, however, the final 
result was only £124 m. 

British exports to Russia, incidentally, have 
never been heavy in the past. 

Before the Revolution (that is before World 
War I) Russia was taking about £18 m. which 
at present prices would be about the equiva- 
lent of the £60 m. of orders that the British 
business men at first anticipated. We now 
learn that a Soviet trade delegation is likely 
to visit Britain during the summer. The 
Russian Minister for Foreign Trade has men- 
tioned a figure of £400 m. as representing a 
possible total of Russian imports from Britain. 

Before considerable trade relations can be 
developed between Britain and Russia, how- 
ever, there will have to be political adjust- 
ments between Britain and the USA. 

J.A.S. 
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Talking of books... 


By Robert Greacen 


The Quaker Approach to Contemporary Froblems, edited by John Kavanaugh. Allen an 
Unwin, 15s. 

The Hedgehog and the Fox, by Isaiah Berlin. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 8s. 6d. 

Two Studies in Integrity, by Ethel Mannin. Jarrolds, 16s. 

The Opening of the Eyes, by Olaf Stapledon. Mcthuen, 7s. 6d. 

Christian Deviations, by Horton Davies. S.C.M. Press, 7s. 6d. 


of the Executive Board o 
the American Friends’ Ser- 
vice Committee, contributes 
the first essay, “ Peace and 
War,” in this excellent sym- 
posium. He concludes: 

As men cume more and more 
to recognise the irrationality 
irrelevance and immorality of 
war they will come to see that 
not any foreign nation is ever 
the enemy, but that war itself 
is the enemy and that the acqui- 
escence of good men in it under 


ATHLEEN LONS- 
DALE, FRS, Professor 
lof Chemistry in London 
University and a new Peace 
Pledge Union sponsor, pre- 
faces her contribution to 
THE QUAKER APPROACH TO 
PROBLEMS 


Quaker in a London rest- 
aurant: 


The girl opened a daily plea of a ‘lesser evil** or a 
picture-paper and, pointing to a “* necessary evil’ is their own 
headline, said to her boy friend, honest yet tragic alliance with| 
“* Look ! * Seven Quakers go EAcE NEWS the greater and unnecessary evil 
to Moscow.’ * ‘“*What = are mn " e 
Quakers? °"* asked the boy. ESS Mr. Berlin gives us a 
" They're religious," replied the witty and erudite disquisi- 
Bil, pe SUcey  BeODTe mae. walt tion, a kind of written- 
until the spirit moves them." : 

The boy murmured and turned down conversation, on 


his i h lam- Tolstoy's view of history. 
Prous Seuiites OL aie dpapee. ak HENRY J. CADBURY Wnt: nee (oe ene 
Even though one’s knowledge of Quaker-is a great deal more interesting than the 
ism may be rather greater than that of the Somewhat involved English in which he says 


se . it. Tolstoy emerges from these pages the in- 
boy ly girl in the sory would be a Very tellectual and moral giant he undoubtedly was ; 
ell-informed reader indeed who could finish giant torn by passionate self-doubt and, in 


this book without having a clearer insight into Mr. Berlin’s view, acu = almost wholly isolated 
the history and practices of the Society of... the most tragic of the great writers.” 


Friends ; and, more particularly, of how the Two Irish writers 


traditional attitudes of worship and outlook | : ak ¢ 
are applied in modern conditions. The subjects of Ethel Mannin's study in per- 
sonality contrast are two early nineteenth cen- 
tury Irish writers: Gerald Griffin, author of 
THE COLLEGIANS, and Rev. Francis Mahony, 
1a ‘4 Mach better-known under the pseudonym “ Fathe 
Why is it that, even within the limitations Prout,” whose poem “ The Bells of Shandon ” 
imposed by the popular Press, this small Com- has for long been a typical anthology piece. 
munity can sometimes capture the headlines Miss Mannin writes with a sureness born of 
for its peace and relief work? (A small reli-jong practice; and her enthusiasm for these 


gious group that, moreover, has “no set of now little-known writers may stimulate interest 
rules, no synod or governing body, no Bishop jn their work. 


lor Pope or President,” but which nonetheless : 
has its own very real sense of unity and coher- THE OPENING OF THE EyEs is a short book 
ence.) It may be because the Quakers have——left incomplete on his death—by Olaf 
consistently followed the prompting of the Stapledon whose Last AND First MEN and 
‘inner light” and have tried hard to trans- other works on ethics, philosophy and history 
late into practical terms the idea of “God inmade him a considerable reputation. In a 
every man.” very literal sense the old cliché, “a cry from 
: ‘ ... the heart,” is very fitting for this spiritual 

And yet they rightly insist that their Society record of a man who was apparently pre- 
does not exist primarily for its peace and occupied by his repeated failure to make the 


telief work; these and other aed gow act of self-surrender to Christ. He wrote: 
a number of clear 
from the acceptance of y What is it within me that restrains me, so that I sta 


defined yet broad principles. In this volume ,,, ever on the threshold, merely, of the Church ? 
the emphasis is placed on the application of Almost I could pray, ‘Oh Christ save me!" 


these principles in a number of fields: peace |. 
and war, business, education, race relations, !he author of CuRisTiAN DEVIATIONS sur- 


‘ : "veys a number of religious sects which he con- 
ae tion ie cation By “a “Oualer ena) siders as outside the true Christian tradition 
in the particular field surveyed; and each is, these include Christian Science, Moral 
characterised by thoroughness and open- Rearmament, Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormonism 
Imindednese and British Israelism. While members of 

these sects may feel dissatisfied with the vari- 

Henry J. Cadbury, Hollis Professor of ous analyses, this little book is as stimulating 
Divinity at Harvard University, and Chairmanas it is controversial. 


Quakers 
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different denominations. 
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S.E.9, Hugh Brock. The WRI Conference | Filds. aes ane argiar PPU. 
urday, Apri 


and The Third Camp. PPU. 
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Saturday, April 3 GLASGOW : 3 p.m.; Community Ho., 214 


Apr Clyde St., C.l. Rev, G. Lindsay Hunter, 
LEYTON : 7 p.m.; Unitarian Church. Hall,} “ The Pacifist Element in Christian Mystical 


Lea Bridge Rd. (opp. Essex Rd.). Concert.| Thought... Church of Scotland Peace Soc. 
Bring-and-Buy Sale. Refreshments. Country} and FoR. 
Dancing. Reunion of E.!0 and E.11 PPU} ————— 
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Palmer St. Victor Yates, MP, James Avery] don't send stamps in payment, except for odd 
Joyce, ‘' World Peace a Challenge to Labour.”’| Pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
Delegate Conference. Chair, George Thomas,| for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
MP. LPF. Rd., N.4. 


. LATES IM 
Saturday-Sunday, April 3—4 before Pableation Peet to nconaey See 
ILKLEY : Hollybrook Guest Ho., Queens] —— 
Rd. Weekend School and House Party. MEETINGS 


Wilfred) Wellock, ‘* Creative Peace-making.”| INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. E 
PPU, Yorks Area. Details from Ken Chad-| Tuesday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary ‘aaa 


wick, 35 Berkeley Ave., Leeds, 8. Scientific Institute. 18 Queen Square, Bath. 
Monday, April All welcome. 

STOCKPORT: 8 hg dello KING'S WEIGH House Church, Duke St., 
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Emergent Africa."" SOF Peace Cuec. 


Tuesday, April 6 
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Site. Christian pacifist open-air meeting. Local 
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ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 


AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayier for 
board or bed and breakfast. 

WANTED. Country accommodation couple. 
Simple, Cheap. Cooking facilities. !-2 weeks 


accommodation on the night of May 29? Reply 
to British Youth Festival Cttee.. 9 Camden| good walking country. 5 ans, weekly full 
board (packed tunch optional), Not August.| '¢sbecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
S.a.e. Also furnished cottage to 4 « 
4 10 6, 6 ans. weekly. Box No. 553, to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
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Letters tothe Editor 


Pacifists and the Churches 


JD IVERGENT views within the Church on 

the question of War and Peace may cause 
a considerable amount of embarrassment, and 
every Christian pacifist within the Church must 
feel disatisfied and sometimes deeply hurt. The 
formation of a Pacifist Church, however, 
would underline the divergence. 


We should not forget that all Christians 
want peace, and differ only in the views they 
hold concerning the method by which this 
universally-desired goal can be achieved. It 
would be easier to start a separate Church, but 
surely the way more consistent with our faith 
is for individual Christian pacifists to stay 
within the Church and make their witness 
there by the sincerity and depth of their con- 
viction, and by consistent living. 


Frank Hancock refers to his own unfor- 
tunate experience in 1916, which led him to 
leave the Methodist Church. Such intolerance 
is not usually to be found within the Church 
today. We can rejoice that Methodism has as 
its present President that uncompromising and 
courageous pacifist, Dr. Donald Soper, and, at 
the same time, the National Chairman (and 
National Chairman elect) of the Congrega- 
tional Union are both pacifists. Surely these 
facts alone show that whilst the unhappy 
divergence remains—preventing the Church 
giving that united witness to the world which 
we all want to see—there is much less preju- 
dice, and far more tolerance, than in former 
years. 

As one who has been associated all my life 
with the Church and, for the last twenty years, 
with different sections of the international 
pacifist movement, I should like to say that 
there is no work I have heard of which 
impresses me so much as the world-wide 
missionary enterprise of the Church of Christ. 


Let us stay inside the Churches and pull our 
weight, at the same time bearing our witness 
with conviction and courage, enduring what- 
ever this may involve in the way of criticism 
and misunderstanding. 

As one who is a member of a Church having 
a non-pacifist Minister, I have found many 
opportunities of putting the pacifist point of 
view and, within the last six months, have 
introduced two eminent Christian pacifist 
speakers, who have been listened to with great 
appreciation. Surely it is better to go on doing 
this, than to walk out of the Church in an 
attitude of self-righteousness. 


In our concern to be uncompromising, we 
should not entirely forget the grace of 
humility. We have not attained to our Christ- 
ian pacifist faith of ourselves—our vision is 
from Above. Let us share it with our fellow 


Christians. CONSTANCE WILLIS. 
34 Heddon Court Ave., Cockfosters. 


Communists and Pacifists 
J AGREE with Mr. Newton Garver (Peace 
News, March 5) that a peace group which 
included only pacifists and Communists might 
not be successful. I believe, however, that a 
world peace union can be formed to which 
pacifists and Communists will make their own 
valuable contributions. 


The article to which Mr. Garver is replying 
was at pains to point out that the World Peace 
Council does not and cannot form the basis 
of such a union, but, although I regard the 
WPC as a political device, I see it also as 
something more, as a genuine attempt to pre- 
serve peace. 

My main criticism of it is that it tries to 
conceal the nature of its origin and direction, 
and that its propaganda is not entirely frank. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


LABOUR PARTY members are Invited to} ; I 
attend a conference on ‘ World Peace—A| House. Central for entertainments. 44 Osmand| Siv¢ tour of French vineyards, wonderful 
Challenge to Labour’ at the Alliance aa: Rd., Hove, 2. Tel.: 38030. Ralph Watton,| historic cities, pleasure chateaux? Write Lola 
Palmer St., Westminster, on Saturday, April 3.) SE. Osteopathy—M. ie 
at 2.30 p.m. The speakers will be Victor ee one 
Yates, MP, and James Avery Joyce. Chairman, secluded yet 
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Admission 1s. 64. at) Coos. £25 whole summer season, 
V. Vereker, 9 Oakley St., S.W.3. 


and permanent guests. 


Veactarian = Guest 


lovely site, 
convenient, 4 miles Minehead 
Can sublet. 


One can make this criticism without denying 
that Communists want peace. They sincerely 
believe that the interests of peace are best 
served by furtherance of Communist policy. 


Mr. Garver says that if we establish a peace 
movement which includes adherents to the 
Kremlin we may as well include adherents of 
the Pentagon. As it happens I recently 
attended a Christian pacifist meeting at which 
the speaker’s address consisted almost entirely 
of praise for ex-General Eisenhower and the 
“pacifism ” expressed in his speech of twelve 
months ago. 


I was surprised at such unqualified pacifist 
support for “Pentagon” propaganda, which, 
if we compare words and deeds, looks as 
“phony” as anything ever issued by “the 
Kremlin,” but I am sure the speaker was right 
in his belief that Eisenhower's speech was 
inspired by a genuine desire for peace, which 
should be welcomed and fostered. I believe 
that among the proponents of “ peace through 
strength with wisdom " there are many genuine 
peace-lovers who should be drawn into a world 
peace union. 

I submit that peace-lovers of all sorts can 
join in working for the extension of trade 
and social intercourse between East and West ; 
for colonial freedom; for victory in the war 
on want; for negotiation between the military 
Powers ; for the repudiation of mass extermi- 
nation as an intended means of warfare; for 
prevention of German and Japanese rearma- 
ment ; and for progressive general disarmament 
by international agreement. 

These aims are acceptable to Communists, 
pacifists and other peace-workers, and progress 
towards them would strengthen pure pacifism. 
Surely combined effort here is better than 
inactivity in the atmosphere of mutual 
suspicion brought about when contact with 
other peace-workers is shunned. Pacifists 
should try to convert this atmosphere to one 


of mutual respect. S. W. GREEN. 
43 Wulfstan Way, Cambridge. 


“Fit for the Common Room ? ” 


HAVE just read Mr. Patrick Figgis’s 

letter in your issue of January 8, 1954. It 
says—but much better than I could have hoped 
to put it—what I have been wanting to write 
to you for a long time. 

My criticism is, of course, mainly occasioned 
by what you write about East Africa and it 
is that, with a few exceptions, notably articles 
and extracts from the diary of Reginald 
Reynolds (who gave us the great pleasure of a 
visit on his recent tour), your selection and 
presentation of matter seems to be designed 
rather to confirm opinions already fixed than 
to quicken the patient inquiry which could 
lead to a real understanding of our problems 
in their complexity, in fact designed to 
quicken feeling rather than thinking, and 
feeling on a basis of one-sided presentation. 

It does less than justice to the many people 
of goodwill, both in Government and among 
non-official Europeans, who while holding 
views different from ours, are genuinely com- 
mitted to building up a multi-racial society 
in East Africa on the basis of sound 
personal relations and understanding. The 
effect out here of your propaganda (what- 
ever may be its intention or whatever its 
effect at home) would be, I think to create 
the atmosphere in which such understanding 
—a delicate growth at the best of times— 
would be least likely to flourish. So I 
subscribe to Mr. Figgis’s view that, for Tan- 
ganyika, Peace News is, at present, definitely 
not “ fit for the Common Room.” 

S. H. CLAGUE-SMITH. 

PO Box 837, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika. 
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scheduled employment agency if the applicant 
is a man aged 18 to 64 or a woman aged 18 


employment, is excepted from the provisions 
of the Notificatlon of Vacancies Order, 1952. 

IF YOU WANT TO HELP PRACE you 
can’t do better than give a hand at Peace 
News. Volunteers welcome for daytime work 


.» London, N.4 (above mationers, Fish & 
Cock). Nearest Tube Finsbury Park. 

LADY OR GENTLEMAN required to do 
occasional book-keeping and accountancy work 
evenings, Clapham area. Suitable for accoun- 
tancy student or person desirous of supple- 


invites your support. For details of member- intingsi 
ship write: Rev. Leslie Wornip, 63 Lough-| So = "COme: Box No, 552. 


borough Rd., Quorn, 


LONDON, N.W.1: 6.30 p.m.; Friends’ Ho.,| Service Committee, 13@ Brattle St., Cambridge pablished weekly as a national newspaper af| gifts of forcign mampa and u 


Euston Rd. Pastor Wilhelm Mensching, of 38, Mass. (mailed on publication day) 
‘* Freundschaftsheim,"" on ‘Germany and $4 year. $2 six months. 
Peace.” SoF, FoR. New readers: 3 months trial, $1. 


the retail price of 44. It ka obtaimabie by 
your wholesaler at the usmal rates fram the 
Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Bd., Londen, N.4.' Middicecz. 


WAR RESISIERS' International ee are 


FOR SALE 
ECONOMY LABELS 54” x 4$° publicising 
Peace News: excellent envelope savers, 


mall covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury/ is. 94. 100; 168. 1,000, post free. Sample 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bosh Hill Park, Enfield} on request. Peace News Lid., 3 Blackstock 


Road, Londoa, N.4. 


EMRYS HUGHES, MP 
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PARLIAMENT’ AND THE BOMB! Hydra-headed Hydrogen 


To put it at its lowest, a weapon that proves incalculable in the experiment 


The concern of 


the whole world 


,ABOUR Members of Parliament are now deeply alarmed about the Hydrogen 


~~ bomb. 


There is a growing feeling that, in the light 
of what has happened in the Pacific, not only 
Labour’s attitude to defence and rearmament 
must be reconsidered, but also its foreign 
policy. 

Certainly it was a welcome change to see 
the Daily Herald coming out with a front 
page article headed “ Call off that Bomb,” and, 
what is more, following it up on subsequent 
days. 

I have criticised the Herald so much in 
recent years that I am glad to be able to com- 
mend it. 

That it has accurately reflected the feeling 
of the rank and file of the Labour Party is 
shown not only by the letters to the editor 
but also in the questions to the Prime Minister 
that were immediately tabled in the House of 
Commons, 

Again, the Labour Party is to have a special 
meeting of its own to discuss what is to be its 
attitude now. 

Not only the pacifists, Bevanites, and Left 
Wingers—who are usually to be found together 
on such matters—are demanding a change in 
the Party’s policy and outlook, but also others 
who hitherto have not. expressed strong 
opinions on these issues and are now genuinely 
alarmed. 


If it dropped on Glasgow 


What does the new bomb imply? 

Last week I put a question to the Secretary 
of State for Scotland as to what estimates the 
Civil’ Defence authorities had made of the 
number of casualties and the amount of 
destruction that would result if an atom bomb 
exploded over Glasgow. 

His reply was that for a recent exercise it 
was eslimated that if a bomb of the type used 
at Nagasaki had dropped on Glasgow. there 
would. be 40,000. casualties and 250,000 
rendered homeless. 

Now Glasgow has a population of about 

a million. The -homb exploded at Bikini on 

March 1 is said to be 600 times more power- 

ful than the Nagasaki bomb, and we have 

heard from the USA that the newest bomb 
is four times more powerful even than that. 

What would be left of Glasgow if a H- 
bomb were cxploded there ? 

Half-a:dozen “H-bombs over our principal 
centres and Britain would be virtually des- 
troyed, with radio-active dust and poisons 
floating over our entire countryside, destroying 
human life, animals and crops, while at sea 
vessels would be in danger and fish affected. 


No sympathy from Mr. Eden 


I thought, when he answered my question 
on Manday, that. our Foreign Secretary, Mr 
Eden, might have said a few words of 
sympathy to the Japanese fishermen and to the 
Japanese. people who are so terrified about the 
possibilities of future atomic explosions. 

The. whole world should. back the 
Japanese demand that these explosions over 
the Pacific should stop. 
The United Nations 

immediately. 

Mr. Nehru has spoken for India and his 
declaration will) command’ the support of 
public opinion not only in the Eastern but in 
the Western world. 

Why should the USA, even with all. its 
power, be allowed without protest to explode 
these deadly bombs with their possibly terrible 
dangerous» after effects in this part ,of the 
world, far away from American shores? 


should be called 


A world question 


This is a world question, not purely an 
American or a Western question. 

The world cannot allow these experiments to 
continue without a solemn protest. The British 
Government, representing the Commonwealth 
should. take the initiative at the United 
Nations, even at the risk of antagonising the 
American Government. 

What would happen if the West called a 
halt? 

Would Russia just seize the opportunity to 
go on with their atomic preparations in order 
to be in a position to begin a war for the 
Communist domination of the world? 

I do not and cannot believe it. 

Russia, no more than any other nation, can 
hope to gain anything by atomic war. Her 
persistent demand for the banning of the atom 


A WARNING 
Any reader who /s approached for a loan by Herbert 
Robinson, a CO of the 1914/18 war, is advised to get 
in touch with the Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1, 


Holiday suggestion... 
.F ran inexpensive holiday why not exchange 


“houses with ‘a family who.may want to visit 
your locality” 


Accommodation ‘ads. cost only 3d ‘a. word, 
minimum 2s 6d: > 


For.congenial-holidays support our advertisers, 
‘Sor send s.a,e. for advice to | 
| PEACE “NEWS HOLIDAY BUREAU 

3 Blackstock Road, London N.4. 


__.. —— = ol} 


“| RENOUNCE WAR AND 1: WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, jis 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


- P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


bomb shows how concerned her nulers are. 


Sir Winston’s disclosures 


The Prime Minister's answers to questions in 
the House on Tuesday did nothing to alleviate 
the feeling among, Labour MPs. Mr. Attlee 
expressed the gravest concern. The motions 
to move the adjournment of the House failed. 


Sir Winston Churchill’s disclosure that a 
series of these explosions had been determined 
on have made the issue more serious than ever. 

The Prime Minister’s assumption that 
these matters are mainly the concern of the 

US Government, which cannot disclose its 

intentions because it is prohibited by 

American law, are not likely to satisfy the 

rest of the world. 


The future of the world is at stake and this 
is more important than American strategy. 

The Labour Party should call for an 
immediate meeting of the United Nations and 
demand that no further explosions of the H- 
bomb be undertaken. 


may well prove unmanageable as an instrument of policy .... 


Just because the 


use of these ultra-destructive weapons is henceforth inevitable in any all-out war, 


both sides may refrain from starting one .. 


.. The risks of retaliation are hence- 


forth bound to provide a powerful deterrent to attack. 


The Observer, March 28, 1954. 


.... we must, | am afraid, accept that powerful weapon (the H-bomb) not 
asa nightmare of the future but as a hideous reality of today. That does not 


mean that a third world war is necessarily nearer. 


On the contrary it ought to 


mean, if the nations of the world have any common sense, that world war will 


be impossible. 


[7 is now nine years since the first atom 

bomb was used, and the newspapers 
have faithfully kept us informed of the 
subsequent experiments in atom and 
hydrogen bombs, and atomic weapons 
generally. 


There has been no protest except from small 
minorities, but now, because it has been re- 
vealed that the last experimental explosion 
spread radio-active ash further than was cal- 
culated to be the danger radius, excited ques- 
tions are to be asked of the Prime Minister, 
and the newspapers are headlining an alarm 
that has apparently not been felt before. 


The questions to be asked are not about 
the use of this fiendish means of waging war, 


MOVEMENT NEWS 


Brains Trust at Bristol 


WHAT would happen if we disarmed? That 

is a question frequently put to pacifists. 
It was put to a pacifist brains trust at Bristol 
last week. But the questioner wasn’t worried 
about Russian invasion, he was worried about 
unemployment. 

Victor Yates, MP, answered it. “It depends 
on what sort of Government you get and what 
sort of planning.” A government planning a 
new social order based on peace would absorb 
into constructive employment all people so 
misplaced.” 

Minnie Pallister, talking about uses for the 
atom bomb, said that the only use to which 
she would put it would be to drop it in the 
Sahara to open up water supplies and bring 
fertility to the wasteland. 

Vera Brittain spoke about the clergy’s atti- 
tude to conscription and the problems of 
pacifist education. 

Stuart Morris distinguished between the 
pacifist repudiation of all wars and other 
ATT Lbbil Tbh TTohaml chin [T chnhdT bail GMAT TT ita FT LURuL TT Luau Toei A AM RET LLU 


Direct Action? 


TO THE EDITOR 

Supposing a number of pacifists hired a 
fishing boat and went out into the area in 
which the next'H bomb explosion is planned, 
by what right would they be diverted from 
using the open sea? 

Surely to arrest them would be piracy and 
to carry on with the hydrogen bomb explosion 
would be murder. Has this point been properly 
investigated and are not some of us willing 
ee He risk?—Alec Horsley, 287 Beverley 

. Hull. 


Gerilaaaal CALLA TTLLLL ria eau aa CMT Do 


‘“‘peace movements” where a. great deal of 
hatred and reluctance to give up armaments 
existed. He. also argued for free elections in 
a-united and neutral Germany. 

To questions on Mau Mau all agreed that 
Britain must stop mecting Mau Mau with 
counter-violence and start making definite 
plans. for multi-racial self-government in 
Kenya. > 

Other questions dealt. with germ-warfare, 
world government and how best to make one’s 
opposition to war known. At the end the 
hoary problem “what would you do if your 
mother were being attacked? " came up. 

The panel gave it serious consideration and 
made their answers, but the audience expressed 
its agreement when Minnie Pallister declared 
that this was no analogy with modern war. 


THE H-BOMB 


O From Page One 


politics or strategy but, with the limitations of 


knowledge. 
Nehru 


MEERE experimenting with (the bomb). has 
ay become dangerous to the world. 

Till now we were afraid of a, great war 
which might involve the use of atom and 
hydrogen bombs. Now—even before war 
comes—this experiment might cause havoc 
which they may not be able to control, 


Prof. L. S$. Martin 


Defence Scientific Adviser to the Australian 
Government 
FoR the first time 1 am getting worried about 
the H-bomb. | cannot say I think it would 
be wrong'to explode a hydrogen bomb on or 
near Australia, because I am Defence Adviser. 
I can say, as an individual, that the hydrogen 
bomb has brought things to a stage where a 
conference between the four world Powers, 
Britain, the United States, France and Russia, 
in mankind's own interests can no longer be 
postponed. 


Mr. Holifield 


Democratic Congressman from California 
J BELIEVE every man, woman and child in 
this world should know the magnitude of 
the .power which was exerted by the recent 
explosions. They should be told again and 
again of the pattern of destruction in square 
miles which would occur if similar or larger 
devices are exploded over any modern city. 

If people only knew what an atomic war 
would doto their countries, they. would compel 
the political leaders of the world.to sit down 
at a conference table and settle their differences 
peacefully, -“ - 


N. London peace action 


AT the height of the discussion on the 
+* H-bomb news, pacifists from London and 
South England staged a peace demonstration at 
Enfield, North London, site of the famous 
Enfield smali arms works. 


It was the latest in a series of demonstrations 
that have been staged in selected areas over 
past months—atomic plants, air-bases, shopping 
centres. 


In the morning and afternoon the demon- 
strators paraded around the factory and the 
residential district where the arms workers 
live. An open-air meeting was held in the 
late afternoon. 


Passers-by and attenders at the meeting were 
invited to a Peace Exhibition at a nearby hall 
which the pacifists made their headquarters for 
the day. Pictures of peace activity, unpub- 
lished war photos and examples of constructive 
assistance programmes were on view. 


In the evening local people were invited to 
come and put their questions on peacemaking 
to a panel of pacifists who had taken part in 
the day’s events—Hugh Brock, Connie Jones, 
Michael Randle and Tom Wardle. Archie 
French was question master and Allen Skinner, 
editor of Peace News, introduced the session. 


An atmosphere of serious discussion and 
honest exchange of views was quickly created 
in the hall. Members of the public were asked 
to make comments as well as to put questions. 

Team members agrecd that this technique of *“* Any 
Questions "' was a much more constructive and successful 
method of helping the general public to work out 
solutions to modern problems than the conventional public 
address, 


‘“‘Abandon German rearmament”’ 


TINHE National Peace Council has adopted 

_a resolution on German  rearmament 
urging that.it would contribute neither to the 
prospect of securing a peace settIement nor to 
an improvement in East-West relationships. 

it considers that German rearmament would stimulate 
the revival of the militdrist and imperialist spirit, and 
would aggravate dissension’ among democratic nations ; and 
it» believes that -it» would be likely to consolidate Soviet 
satellite states into resistance against the threat of German 
aggréssion, 

The Council pleads that further exhaustive efforts should 
be made to scek agreement with the Soviet Union and 
the peaceful reunification of Germany through free el2c- 
tions, associated with a plan for the progressive reduction 
of armaments by all states. 


—Ihe Marquess of Salisbury. House of Lords, March 24, 1954. 


but about the legality, or possibly the lack of 
courtesy on the part of the USA in conduct- 
ing experiments in the “free” ocean to the 
detriment of fish, which, unfortunately we 
might eat, and the fishermen who were within 
the new unexpected range. 


The world goes from horror to horror, from 
one monstrous means of total destruction to 
another; the leaders of the nations deplore 
the incalculability of the weapon but console 
themselves and the peoples of the world with 
fairy-tales about the ‘“ commonsense” of 
nations, who it is believed, will refrain from 
committing the human race to a policy of 
mass suicide. 


Long before this experiment proved to be 
dangerous and lethal in peace time the nations 
were committed to the use of these weapons. 
Everyone knew that the new bomb was six 
hundred times more destructive than the one 
used on Hiroshima, now called, for lack of 
a finer word, “ primitive,” and that situation 
had been accepted, until it suddenly became 
Known, that the new bomb was a little bit 
more destructive than had been anticipated. 


It was perfectly in order, apparently, if the 
bomb was totally destructive within a radius 
of some 16,000 square miles, but to go beyond 
that was unexpected and upsetting. It might 
just_as well be said that the total obliteration 
of England with one bomb could be expected 
and accepted, but if it was to be Scotland 
as well, that really was a little too much! 


* 

It is difficult to know how to reach through 
to some basis of sanity in the face of this 
hopeless kind of idiocy; a madness which 
induces the nations’ leaders to rely upon no 
government daring to take any action that 
would precipitate the first shot in an atomic 
war, and relaying this “ pipe-dream” to the 
people as a soothing and comforting sedative. 


The two Houses of Parliament, and all the 
newspapers, have been injecting their readers 
with this feeble palliative to nerves, and no 
word of a moral protest has been heard. Fear 
is obviously the dominating emotion. 


The truth is that these bombs are being 
made and stored because in certain unknown 
and incalculable circumstances they can and 
will be used. A miscalculation; a spy’s report 
of troop movements ; a suspicion of aeroplane 
activity; in fact an “incident,” could well 
decide a nation that the first blow must be 
struck and struck without warning. Then, not 
the third world war, but the annihilation of 
the human race will have begun. 


Today war has begun to take on the aspect 
of the many-headed Hydra, to destroy which 
was one of the Labours of Hercules. .It was 
a fearsome monster because as soon as one 
head was cut off two grew in its place, and 
the only answer was to burn away the roots 
of the poisonous swamp from which ‘the 
creature took its life. 


Man, not nature, has created the many- 
headed monster of total war, and it has been 
prexed that it is never cut down by fear, but 

ecomes instead more and more fearful and 

devastating. The need is to clear the world 
of the evil that lies at the root of these ghastly 
weapons, and this will not be done by relying 
upon the deterrent of terror, but only upon 
the deterrent of conscience. 


ONE MAN—AND 3,000 DELINQUENTS 


TT WENTY years ago, in Copenhagen, 
Hans Christian Kofoed founded a 

school in a dilapidated shed, the roof of 

which could not keep out the rain. 


The school is now running with a staff of 
some 30 people, working full time. 


Some 3,000 unfortunates pass annually 
through his hands. They come to him when 
they have fallen out with their parents and 
wives: dejected, homeless, tattered, footsore 
and diseased. He accepts them, pays their 
debts in many cases, straightens out their legal 
affairs, makes them repair their own shoes, 
makes them wash, clean and repair their own 
clothes, which they do under tuition and 
supervision. 


He feeds them, improves their health, lifts 
up their moral, and helps them to regain their 
self-respect. He pays them for what they do 
for themselves under his guidance; and in 
many cases he pays them for what he is 
allowed to do for them. After_he has done 
all that, he finds them. work and assists them 
until they can look after themselves and be- 
come worthy members of society. 


The school is not financed out of H. C. 
Kofoed’s private pocket, for he is not blessed 
with wealth, but entirely out of contributions. 

These come from well-meaning _ private 
people, welfare-funds of industry and out of 
donations from those who earlier had been 
rescued through Kofoed’s determined action, 
and who owe the existence of their very lives 
to his helping hand. 

A cheque came one day from the. Police- 
Sergeants’ Skittles Club, with a slip attached to 
it, which read: 

“ Kofoed, good man, keeps the boys out of 
mischief, saves us a lot of trouble, three 
cheers for Kofoed.” 

Thus, step by step, the message is brought 
home to the’rest of the population, that every- 


one is in some way responsible for the wel- 
fare of the community; that it pays to do 
something for the prevention of crime, and 
that in the long run crime-prevention is 
cheaper than prosecution. 

Hans Christian Kofoed calls his institute 
a school. In doing so, he follows faithfully the 
teachings of his great compatriot N. F. S. 
Grundtvig (1783-1872), who inspired his 
country-men to found the Folk-High-Schools, 
out of which Denmark's present work of 
Adult-Education has largely grown. 


The pupils of his school are men and 
women of all ages; the majority of them are, 
of course, youngsters, in many cases delinquent 
boys, who are in danger of having their future 
thoroughly messed up. 

_Kofoed is a fighter for the future of man- 
kind, a veritable One-Man-Army. He has in 
the course of his work saved several thousand 
human lives from utter misery, ruin, despair 
and crime. He has won recognition and sup- 
port, and he has brought together a team of 
helpers who fight side by side with him. His 
work is growing all the time. 

A school like the Kofoed-Skole could do 
good work in Great Britain too. 


FRANZ ALTSCHUL. 


mes GRASMERE 


In the heart of the Lake District, 
for invgorating, refreshing holidays, 


Rothay Bank 
easy walks or 


mountain climbs’ Modern amenities, first-ciass veg. diet. 
Open all the year round. Write: Isabel James Tel: 134 


Why not spend your Spring or Summer Holiday 
in the Lake District ? 
| Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, {he Heads, Keswick, 


Among Beautful Lake and Mountain Scenery. Offers 
Good Food, Comfort, Friendly Atmosphere, 
Ann Horner, Tel.: Keswick 508. Y.C.A. Member. 
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